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Not Our Good

Call to Worship: “

Text: Philippians 3:9

Intro:

• The topic today is "Not Our Good".

• Paul writes here that he wishes to stand before God not in his 

own good achieved through keeping the law.

• Rather, in righteous given through faith in Christ and of God by 

faith.

• James Montgomery Boice calls Phil 3:9 a summary of the Book of 

Romans.

• That is a very true thought.

• More so, it is a very profound statement.

• Romans as well as Phil 3:9 deal with Justification.

• More specifically, Justification by faith.

• Simply put, Justification means we are made just as if we had 

never sinned.

• You see, in our righteousness, we can only make amends for 

our faults.

• But in God's we are made new, like the sins never happened.

• Therefore, it is Not Our Good that saves us.

•  It is the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross.
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I. Be Found in Him.

A. Hebrews 9:27 tells us very plainly, "And as it is appointed 

unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:"

1. Imagine yourself standing before Almighty God, righteous 

and holy as He is.

2. There you are with the option:

a) You can stand before Him & be judged on your own 

merit.

b) Or, there is Christ.  You can "be found in Him" and be 

judged by His merit.

3. Paul's premise here is that on that day, at the end of life, I 

want to be found in Him.

a) No, we will not be given this option in eternity.

b) We are given it, now.

B. We come to this place through Justification.

1. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ: (Romans 5:1)

2. Justification means "made right" before God.

C. Before we can be found in Christ, we must be right with God.

1. Many feel they are just as right as everyone else, but that is 

not the issue.

2. Are you right with God?
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3. Spurgeon in a wonderful sermon on Justification by Faith in 

1867 gives this example:

4. "You shall step into a shop this evening, and find a man at 

the counter, and you say to him, "Well, do you never go to 

a place of worship?" "No," he would say, "but I am quite as 

good as those who do." "How so?" "Well, I am a great deal 

better than some of them." "How is that?" "Well, I never 

failed in business; I never duped people in a limited liability 

company; I never told lies; I am no thief; I am not a 

drunkard; I am as honest as the days are long in the middle 

of June; and that is more than you can say of some of your 

religious people.""

5. Now, this is the kind of person I want to go into business 

with. But not eternity.

D. What is the problem? Because before God, it is... 

II. Not in My Righteousness.

A. There are two types of righteousness.

1. Righteousness of man.

2. Righteousness of God.

B. God cannot be satisfied with man's righteousness.

1. No matter how good we may be, we are still cursed.

2. We still have a sinful nature.
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3. We are still apt to "fall off the wagon" or have a moment 

where we "slip". 

C. Wiersbe says we need the proper method for measuring.

1. If we measure ourselves by ourselves, we will most always 

seem righteous.

2. If we measure ourselves by the Ten Commandments, most 

of us will do okay...most of the time.

3. At best we will only notice our outward unrighteousness.

4. All the while avoiding our inward flaws.

D. We must give up self to receive God's righteousness.

1. Paul gave up his religion.

2. Many today simply have to give up their humanistic 

approach to life.

a) Realizing, you cannot do this yourself.

b) You cannot earn God's favor.

c) You cannot "will" yourself into a place in Christ.

3. Not having your own righteousness, which is of the law.

E. But that which comes through Faith.

III. Through Faith.

A. While God cannot be satisfied with our righteousness, He is 

with His own.

1. He offers this freely to all who believe in Jesus.
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2. Thus we receive the righteousness of God, in place of our 

own, through faith in Christ.

B. God's Righteousness.

1. God's righteousness is hard to define or describe.

a) We are too sinfully inclined to fully understand God's 

perfection.

b) But, we can come to know it through Christ.

2. Through the law of God we can see an expression of God's 

righteousness. (purity, holiness, love, integrity, perfection)

3. Through the sinless Son of God we can see God's 

Righteousness.

C. There truly are two kinds of righteousness.

1. God's Righteousness and Human Righteousness.

2. Humans cannot attain God's righteousness simply by 

adding it to their own.

3. We must allow God to empty us of self and fill us with Him.

Conclusion:

• Trying to enter eternity in our own good is like trying to go to town 

with Monopoly money.

• In my home I can be a tycoon with that colorful paper.

• At the mall, I would be asked to leave without the proper 

currency.
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• Even if I go there with faith that they will accept it.

• We may live a good life here on Earth and be considered a good 

citizen who is doing alright.

• But this currency is no good in heaven.

• It is Not Our Good, but Christ's that saves.

• "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 

boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9)

• To quote Spurgeon again, "The way of reaching this state of 

justification is not by tears, nor prayers, nor humblings, nor 

working, nor Bible-reading, nor church-going, nor chapel-going, 

nor sacraments, nor priestly absolution, but by faith, which faith is 

a simple and utter dependence and believing in the faithfulness of 

God, a dependence upon the promise of God, because it is God's 

promise, and is worthy of dependence. It is a reliance with all our 

might upon what God has said. This is faith, and every man who 

possesses this faith is perfectly justified..." 

• The question here today is, "Are you right with God?"

• Are you justified by faith?  

• It is Not our Good...we are sinners & will remain until we are 

glorified.

• But where is your faith, in self righteousness or God's?
Page �  of �6 6


