March 24th, 2019

CALL TO WORSHIP
8:30 service

Fear God, Honor the King
The church has good reasons for submitting to man’s
authority

SONGS

Harpeth Baptist Church

636 Revive Us Again
629 Mansion Over the Hilltop
660 Onward, Christian Soldiers
656 Send the Light
11:00 service
458 For Me To Live Is Christ

Text: 1 Peter 2:11-17

79

To God Be The Glory

143 Be Thou My Vision
Responsive Reading: Romans 13:1-7

405 Take My Life and Let It Be

This week’s special music - Be Thou My Vision (Click here to listen)

With its heartfelt poetry and moving melody,
"Be Thou My Vision" beautifully expresses
the desires of the Christian heart.

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true
Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's
Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Though its popularity rose only in the past fifty years
or so, the hymn actually has a rich history dating
back to the eighth century.
Between the years of 400 and 700 AD the Irish
people lived out a passionate faith in Christ. Ireland
took up the missionary endeavor with excitement,
and the country became known for its all-absorbing
efforts to share Christianity throughout the world.
Irish missionaries were found from Scotland to
Switzerland, spreading the Good News wherever
they went.
Some scholars believe that the words to the hymn
are the product of a man known simply as St.
Patrick. Patrick was born in A.D. 373 along the
banks of the River Clyde in what is now called
Scotland. When he was 16 he was kidnapped by
pirates and taken as a slave to Ireland. There he
gave his life to Jesus Christ. He eventually
escaped, but he never forgot this experience and
when he was about 30 he returned to his former
captors with only one possession: the Latin Bible.
History tells us that St. Patrick was the man most
responsible for the Good News of Christ coming to
Ireland. As a result of his preaching, over 200
churches were established and 100,000 converts
were baptized.
"Be Thou My Vision" undoubtedly comes from this
spiritually rich period. Its prominent theme
encourages single-hearted focus and devotion to
Christ. In the hymn lyrics, the poet expresses his
adoration of God through the many titles he gives
him: Vision, Wisdom, Word, Great Father, Power,
Inheritance, High King of heaven, Treasure, bright
heaven's Sun, Ruler of all.
Today, we continue to sing the words of this hymn,
echoing the poet's response to God's many titles.
"Thou my best thought, Thy presence my light."

